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From Anne Braden 

14 October 1958 
Louisville, Ky. 

After meeting King at Highlander Folk SchoolS September 1957 anniversary 
celebration, Braden, a Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF)$eld organizer, 
wrote Maude Ballou: “Tell him I especialb value the help he gave me in  understanding 
some of the theological distortions I have been hearing from the pastor of ‘my own 
church-a man who believes human beings are so evil they must not attempt to correct 
evil and injustice in the world but must leave it all to God. ”’ With this letter Braden, 
who also edited SCEFS journal Southern Patriot, enclosed copies of the October issue 
containing a review that praised Stride Toward Freedom as “a gripping story of 
the historic Montgomery bus protest, told by one of its leaders with drama, historical 
perspective, philosophical and religious insight-and with humility.” Replying for 
King on 3 December, Ballou informed Braden that King had found her book, The 
Wall Between, “one of the most moving documents that he has ever read.”‘ 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
309 Jackson St. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

Enclosed are two copies of the October issue of The Southern Patriot which 
carries a notice of your book. 

space limitations in the Patriot do not permit full length reviews. However, the 
book has been so widely publicized that it scarcely needs our help. I do hope 
though that perhaps this brief notice will encourage some white Southerners, 
who might not have otherwise done so, to buy the book. They, perhaps more than 
anyone else, need to read it. 

The book i s  a tremendous document of the spirit, and I regret deeply that 

1 .  Braden to Ballou, 2 3  September 1957. Anne Gamrell McCarty Braden (i924-), born in 
Louisville, Kentucky, graduated from Randolph-Macon Women’s College in 1943. In 1947 she went 
to work at the Louisville Times where she met Carl Braden, ajournalist and union organizer. They mar- 
ried in 1948, and the couple became public relations directors for the Congress of Industrial Orga- 
nizations (CIO) and worked for the Progressive Party. In 1954 the Bradens purchased a house in a 
white Louisville neighborhood and, in an effort to promote integration, sold it to :% black family. Af- 
ter the home was bombed, Kentucky officials arrested the Bradens for plotting to incite an insurrec- 
tion; Anne Braden wrote The Wall Between (1958) about the experience. Unable to secure jobs at 
southern newspapers, in 1957 the Bradens became field organizers for SCEF, an organization com- 
mitted to ending segregation through direct action, advocacy, and education. 

2. Braden had sent King proofs of the book on 1 May 1958, and asked for comments that the pub- 
lisher might quote. On 10 December Braden asked Ballou for permission to quote King’s reaction; 
Ballou relayed King’s approval on 15  December. 5 io 
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Let me take this opportunity to tell you too that you have been much in our 
prayers, as in those of thousands of others, during these recent weeks. May God 
soon restore your health so that you can carry on your great work. 

Sincerely, 
[signed] 
Anne Braden 
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1958 
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From Rocco C. Siciliano 

17 October 1958 
Washington, D.C. 

White Home aide Siciliano replies to King? 13 October telegram to the pesident.’ 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
President 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
208 Auburn Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Dr. King: 

The President has asked me to thank you for your telegram of October 13 in 
which you commend his actions following the recent bombing in Atlanta 

As you know, the President feels very strongly about this outrageous occur- 
rence, as well as that in Peoria.* His indignation was evident again in Wednesday’s 
press conference when he said that he would continue to speak out against this 
type of a ~ t i o n . ~  He emphasized that the full facilities of the Federal Government 

1 .  Rocco C. Siciliano (1922-), born in Salt Lake City, Utah, received a B.A. (1944) from the Uni- 
versity of Utah and an LL.B. (1948) from Georgetown University. He joined Eisenhower’s staff in 
1957 as the President’s Special Assistant for Personnel Management and soon became Eisenhower’s 
chief advisor on minority affairs. On g June 1958 Siciliano met with King prior to the 23 June meet- 
ing between civil rights leaders and Eisenhower. 
2. On 14 October a bomb was hurled at the Anshal Emeth Temple in Peoria, Illinois, causing mi- 

nor damage to the building’s annex (“Crude Bomb Damages Synagogue in Illinois,” Washington Post, 
15 October 1958). 
3. At the 15 October press conference Eisenhower denounced the Confederate Underground, the 

organization suspected of the Atlanta bombing: “For hoodlums such as these to describe themselves 
as any part or any relation to the Confederacy of the mid-19th century is, to my mind, a complete in- 
sult to the word. Indeed they should be described as nothing but Al Capones and Babyface Nelsons 
and that kind of hoodlum” (Public Papers of thePresidents of the United States: Dwight D. Eisenhower [ 19591, 
P. 742). 5 1 1  
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